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WOMEN ARE KEEPING BOOKS
IN 1920 THRIFT CAMPAIGN GOT INSPIRATION AT NAM)The Alma Record

BABC'OCK A CBOSSKOPf. PrritUr
Published Kvry Thursday Afternoon at Alum, Gratiot County, Michigan
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Peruvian Flower Festival.
Peru ceMrates a custom which

dates from soon after the Spanish con-

quest., All soldiers' graves alike are
decora t Hi, Including those of peon
end Indians, Jndlviduids little regarded
In Pern, ut all events during dfe. In
the evenlne the opuhice gives Itself
over to feasting and merrymaking.
This particular flower festival is held

annually on November 1.

A Lovely
Treat For
Company

OF Sl'ItS( mi'TION
..$1.60! One copy, three months .50
. .75 ! Outside of State, one year - 2.00

One coiy, one year .
One copy, six months.....

ADVERTISING KATKS
for ftihvi Ihiiik ratr ma'ly for irh'ihil.
Notii-i- of t liurt'h iiixi IihI ! Mxinljt ntul rntrituirimoiit-- . vt lit rt' a.l.iUitn i t hatyed.

rmumr Htivt'i liiinir rutin. J. P. LOSEY When you have company for an afternoon or an
evening, a most delightful and pleasing treat
for them one which is sure to make a "hit" is

Brooks' VALEUR Bitterswcets
The flavor will leave a lasting, pleasing memory.
The quality is in perfect harmony with the most
select social function.

Immortal Melodies Evolved by Masters
While Their Fingers "Wandered

Idly Over the Keys."

A story i told of Mendelssohn to
tie effect that the charming vrpeggio
figure In the Spring song of his "Song
Without Words," came to him on a

day when he played, with hi children
at the piano, and allowed tl.'-n- i to
cvl. h his In nds. as they wiu.deic.l
over tho. keys; and it I a fact thai
i of olll' inns' heaulilUl I.IUsitMl
; roduciiuns owe their otiii. it. . xu n.
; li.in on the piano.

This iiot to )t wondered at for
I. .any of our greatest musiiiaii ha

ollt their hlHlt'- - deepest 'ee
in- - as their tinkers have lli'.lid. 'u a

d- - uMory over the kc.s--- . p:
!n ;;jg corresponding notes and eiionls

to their ever L MiLing moods; ind n.'
::t the keyhoard a U-n- t for We'll i

in.'sl thoughts and desires, often i.ie- I

';: vvitli that triumphant tic!
tin e can never diminl h.

We can see in the works of t'liopi
lid Schumann a proof that in the

piano is the origin of many ( thch
t ost heauliful productions, v. Idle in

i ho great symphonies of the old
their shape, form, and color have

l e n gained at the plan where their
lingers "wuudcicd idly over the noisy
key s."

Thi i not so hard to understand
when we consider that ihe method of

composing a melody is, in essence, hui
he (licking out and assimilating tue

melodic tune to which the harmony is
afterward added. From tiiis primitive
'nsiiutt is ultimately produced the hn
mortal tone pictures of the t mu-

sicians. ' ..''

f A vBe Sure
You Order.

registered Optometrist
lour eyes carefully tested and iittet

U9 SUPERIOR ST. ALMA, MICH

Feminine, Army Starts Thraa Month'
Ttit to Pave Way far Safs In.

vestment.

The savings division of the treas-
ury department 1 depending ' 1h
women of the nation not only to help
bring down the high tost of living, hut
to establish the permanent practice of
saving money and material, and finally
the !u ostium of these savings In safe
securities, such as War Suvlugs stump
nn. I .SI n I am) Treasury Savings

i i n"!i I .

Cnut-i- - the signature of William
Mul her Lewis, director of the savings
division, a letter lias been sent to the
presiding etlicers of all the principal
women's organization of the country.
The general plan for the vvorl; of the
women in I'.'-- 'o has heen worked out in
a national way hy Mrs. (!rae !. Hart-lei- t,

vice director in charge of wom-

en's organizations.
Supplementing the letters sent out

hy her and Director Lewis, a similar
letter has heen sent to all the women's
organization in the five states of the
Seventh district that have no national
thrift chairmen. In his letter Direc-

tor Lewis said In part :

"The Intluence of women In working
out the great economic problems is In-

valuable. II I In (he power of women
to regulate the use ami control the
price of the necevsitio of life. They
are the buyer. They must also he the
Ravers. When this fovver I applied In

a concentrated way, women will he one
of the greatest factors In solving the
present problem of the high cost of liv-

ing and in establishing the permanent
practice of saving money and material.
The SHvine division called Into confer-
ence the national thrift chairman .of
the following women's organizations:
Association of Collegiate Alumnae,
Daughter of the American Revolution.
General Federation f Women' Clubs,
National CathoU War council. Na-

tions) Niiiij;re Parent-Ten!fher- i'

association!; tonal Conn-ill'o- f

"Jewish Women. National Federa-
tion of .I'.ONinens. uud Professional
Women's" Cluhs. Na'tfonal" league for
Women's Service; Women's depart-
ment. '" National Civic' " Federation,
Young Women' Christian Association.

"It was agreed that these organiza-
tions should he asKed tn make a test
among their membership of the wis-
dom with which money Is' spent. Tins
test was to he started January 1 nml
continued a an experiment through
Fehruary and March. The plan Is as
fi d lows :

".lat iia r keep accounts. Lath
individual will he askerf-t- o keep uii ac-

count of h r daily expenses, grouping
them under u h Items as rent, food,
clothing, household service, aniue-Mh-ni- v

incidental-- , etc.
"Fehruary save. Kach indivi-

dual will analyze the .laniiary ex

FISH LIAR WORKS OVERTIME

Obituary rut 2' wont (nv, over timt. ene vvut )ir word. All nhituary t'nt-trj-
.

tio wilt vt.nl.
C!a..ilitl ml- . 01 f t i nt ivr unnl tatli i.-- Ut-- w ith a mininujin u ire t.l' 10

c&fch in uiU;iiM'o; .slan..t hrT.trd.

The K.Ttiitl i 'ii(frctl lit the in.tcf1i.v at Alrim. M .flii. an, ft.r 1 iiiisniiiou
throuvti the rmiil as M'l'niitl iimiur.

OFTIC1AL PATER OF TIIK CITY OF ALMA. MICHIGAN

Till (.AS PROPOSITION
The (iratiot County das Company, operating in Alma, St.

Louis, Ithaca and Brcckenri(i"t paid an eight jut cunt dividend
last year, yet it is now seeking a fixed return of seven per cent,
and discussions of the question around the city seem to indicate
that some few people here think that there is a ''nigger in the
woodpile."

Since its inception live years ago, the Gratiot County Gas
Company has paid, according to the best available information,
twelve per cent, or a trille over two per cent a year, an interest
rate at which no investor would loan his money. But be that as
it may, it is that guarantee of seven per cent that is troubling
some people, who cannot believe that policy and necessity might
make it highly desirous to forego that one per cent.

Anyone who will stop and analyze the high costs that have
come since the United States went into the World war, must real-
ize that these costs have not only hit in the home, but have hit
industries. One of these is the Gratiot County Gas Company.

A thing not generally known, however, is that the Gratiot
County Gas Company has a plant that is rated as having a capac-
ity of 05,000,000 .cubic feet of gas per year, but that it has ex-
ceeded that capacity and is approaching 50,000,000 cubic feet per
year. It is even now carrying such a load that at meal times,
when the greatest drain on the gas comes, there ia no reserve sup-
ply 'available the gaa is low and people "cuss" the gas company.

The gas company can cdntinue just as it is at present, giving
the' best sen-ic- e possible under the conditions of today, and pay,,
its Stockholders a dividend. . In other words, service would be sac
rificed. The company cannot refuse its present patrons gas, or
the 'franchise is revocable.

Then again under certain circumstances, enumerated in the
franchise, the company can be compelled to extend its' mains, and
furnish new patrons, which would be idle of course, when the
service that shoulcl be given, cannot be given to those now con-
nected up.

The Gratiot County Gas Company realizes that it must keep
pace with the growing demands of the city, realizes that gas is
a big factor in the making of any live community. Thus it is
desirous of borrowing $50,000 to increase the rapacity of the
j)lant, by increased storage tanks for gas, that a reserve supply
may be Jmilt up for the peak loads.

In the face of the eight per cent paid to the stockholders last
year this cannot be done. Half of that eight per cent went to
the company as the result of the temporary increase in rates. It
cannot borrow, and pay seven per cent interest, guaranteed to
the investor, on a temporary rate. It must have a permanent,
fixed rate sufficient to pay interest charges on the borrowed mon-
ey. That is the one big reason for the asking of this fixed return.

It would then be able to furnish gas that has the pressure
needed, when it is needed. Service would not then suffer. New
mains and new patrons could be taken care of, and the growth of
the company would be reflecting the growth of the community.

Such a fixed rate might make a gas rate this coming year of
$1.45 per thousand cubic feet. The next year it might be reduced,
by the city commission if the company's earnings were over seven
per cent, to $1.40, $1.35 or even less. It might go slightly higher,
but there seems little prospect of that at the present time, and
in fact the greater the production the less should be the unit cost,
and the rate should be correspondingly less.

The city commission is now going over the books of the com-

pany, and if it finds that the company's condition is such that a
guaranteed seven per cent is needed to allow the company to bor-
row the funds that it needs, the people of Alma, St. Louis, Ithaca
and Breckenridge, should think twice before rejecting the prop-
osition. The rejection of it might prove very serious. Present
conditons between gas companies and cities in all parts of the
state can be cited as examples, notably, however, the City of Lan-
sing.

A public utility has only service to sell, and if these cities
cripple the service, through rejection of a necessity, they should
not blame a hard working management that seemingly is doingall that it can to supply the service to which the people are

ANNOUNCEMENT
Department of Music

Alma College

SECOND SEMESTER
VOICE

One thirty-minut- e lesson a week per semester $25.00
Two thirty-minut- e lessons a week per semester 45.00
Three thirty-minut- e lessons a week per semester. 60.00

Professor Clifford F. Royer.

PIANO AND PIPE ORGAN
One thirty-minut- e lesson a week per semester $21.00
Two thirty-minut- e lessons a week per semester 36.00

Miss Grace D. Roberts.
PIANO

One thirty-minut- e lesson a week per semester $14.00
Two thirty-minut- e lessons a week per semester .... 26.00

Miss Hazeldean Crosby.

THEORETIC SUBJECTS
One or two hours a week per semester $ 8.00

NOTE Miss Crosby gives special attention to work with children.
Prof. Royer, Director of the Department, will be glad to con-

fer with any one concerning courses offered and to "try out"
voices, free of chlrge.

Here Is One Concerning a Sail Her-rin- g

That Is Challenge to the
. Imaginative.

That-I- the worst of those tih sto
ries. Somebody always com? ou

Ith a belter one.
ISecejitly the livening News told the

V. A. D.'s story of the frozen fih that
calne to life In the cooking pot. Then'
a correspondent - n naval officer, if

should he uhl easily put that to
!i:'Uie.

"An interesting, experiment was
tried some little time ago." he write-t- o

us. "wiili tin ordinary herring.
"Tin- iis, wn put into a large bowl

of salt water and every day a small
ipiantity of water was removed air1
an equal quantity of 'frevh' was su'.
stiluled, until eventually the fMi lived
ind thrived in purely fresh water.

The owner was so pleased whh tl.
success (tf Ids experiment that he -i

ied removing a very small fpt'imit.v
of water daily until the howl was

empty, and found thai the herring d

.eeUently. entirely without walci
ml as he was lively In the emp"

i.owl he had to put him in a cage.
"Here he lived happily. hopp:c.

from perch to perch just like a lord
inlil one day some sudden noi-- ;' star
'd him nnd he fell Into his nate

trough and was drowned!"

I'cnses and make an effort through la- -

format ion gained In January to save a

Photic, Alma College, 231-- 2 Rings

certain amount through conservation
without hardship.

"March-- - To invest. Fan h individual
will make a calculation vf how much
was saved on living expenses in Feb-

ruary over an eo.ua I numher of days In

January. In this month an effort will
he made to encotirage the meinhers of
these organizations in invent their sav-

ings in government securities.''

WAR SAVINGS STAMPS OF 1920
PAVE WAY TO INDEPENDENCE

The P.rjo War Saving- - stamps are
carm'ne in color and hear the head of
(Jeorge Washington. The priee for
January is Sl.l'j and Ir Increases one
cent a month to S 4 ..'. In Deceiuher.
The L'Vcent Thrift stamp also Is on the
market and is to-e- as formerly to evi-

dence payments on account of War

Words and Music.
The value of words is going np at

least In Itouen. There the coiiri
have decided that the artistic value--o- f

i he words ami music of a poem are
equal. At present in the 1'niici
Slates and Canada Ihe writer of

of n song gets only a plttiim--
of the royalties or a small sum out
rc.hi at the start. In Kngiand manv
of the most popular ballad- - have
hi ought their w riters no more luii
i wo or three guineas, while the eom

...-- e goes on cashing his royally
cheeks for year. What measure pub

apply to the two arts thus
couiliim d to uuike words so much less
vaoiable than music Is rather hard to
understand. Verse writers might well
send a little gold u.edal to the just-mide-

cilieii- - of Kotien who have
ruled' it n false one.
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UNDERTAKING

Savings stamps ami certificates. The
l'.rJO War Savings stamp in size ap-

proximates the larger stamp used In

V.iW. It will have a maturity value
of J?. January 1.

War Savings stamps of the series of
WIS and HM! shall not he affixed to
War Savings certificate) of the series
of iy'i and War Savings stamps .f the
series of 15r2 shall not he affixed to
War Savings certificates of 1108 or
MMf). War Savings stamp of one
serie affixed tn War Savings certifi-
cates of another serio will not add to
the rnlue thereof. Thrift stamps, a

such, are not directly redeemable Iti

cash, hnl each Thrift card will, as
usual, have, spare for US Thrift
stamp. A filled Thrift card may be

exchanged for a War Savings certifi-
cate stamp, series ut 11)20. nt any post
ollict or other authorized agency. As
usual, post offices will require a writ-
ten demand ten days in advance heforo
payment will e mude hefoit maturity,
nnd such War Savings luiup certifl-"f-nt- e

must he surrendered for payment
within day after silch demand. Oth-

erwise the demand will he deemed to
he waived.

Unusual Methcds Used.
With the end of the wrshave eotne

many revelation of the unuital meth-

ods ed b) (be Derioan to tpiead
he r harmful propaganda in the coun-

tries arrayed ira!iit the rentral
and of the clever work which

ffen frustrated their well laid p!au.
In oi.e c.iso. trout ioned In I'opular fe- -

hatdes Magazine, what appeared to
he an old and worn copy of the. works
of Homer .roved to he a volume of
(itt'cVs on Hiir-- h rule in India.. Duly
lie first few page of the hook were

, Minted with the words of the Mlx.'iettl

oof. The i cmatiidcr. though Ilk I'nok
'.vpt.' iiUc the beginning. oas filled with
he 'd'a irtbe. The volume Hs ad-

dressed to an educated Hindu capable
f tr:tiating the t'retk Into an

dialect.
If : IV I I

Come m cuc e ussowCotly Parking Space.
Tired oT being taken Ir,!" court hv

fa file poliecmen, becuijse at the time
iie goes o hiisiiie-- s hi i.C ha to he

parked in the street. ti d.iy --forage is

at a premium and :' to a pub-
lic gnge at those hours Is diltieuJi,
Philip lt -- Mthach, ar, .oiuio!...etir of
i ionu'elphia. hii Just paid $i'.mm for
a ftrthle property whW.h be will C'oti

vert into a private garage for hliuiK-if- .

It is near Id, place of hnines.

you Uow we can

Room.

POLITICAL FOOLISHNESS
The man who said, "Many Americans don't think unless theyhave to," rather finds justification for his statement in the boom

that has been started for Herbert Hoover for president of the
United States. Hoover distributed food successfully to foreign
nations and succeeded in cutting American rations down to the
limit and just now he is urging that the U. S. give one hundred
fifty million dollars to feed the Russian Bolshevists while they
quarrel and fight among themseves and disturb the peace of the
world instead of working and criming their living.

His work as a distributor of food has been highly commended,
especially abroad, but that in no wise fits him for the high office
of president. What we need in the president's chair, and in con-

gress is a man who will look to the 'American Interests first, and
then devote, a reasonable attention to the welfare of foreigners.
We are facing the greatest crisis in our history and we can't af-
ford any political foolishness or sentimental twaddle.

The serious mention of the name of Herbert Hoover as a
Presidential possibility is one of the unexplainable political phe-
nomena with which the American voter is frequently regaled. Mr.
Hoover was practically unheard of in this country until the
European war furnished his vehicle of publicity. He did yeoman
service in handling the Belgian relief work, and from his office in
London came to America to supervise the production and distri-
bution of our food supplies. Whether he executed that commis-
sion efficiently or not is beside the question. The fact remains
that practically the only act of Mr. Hoover's life that identifies
him with America is his work for the food commission.

In 1897, when Mr. Hoover was only twenty-thre- e years old,
he moved to Australia to engage in mining activities. In 1899 he
removed to China and became the chief engineer of the Chinese
Imperial Bureau of Mines. In that capacity he explored the in-

terior of China, and in a short time became associated with pri-
vate companies for the exploitation of the mines of that country.
For several years he resided in London and acted as director in a
number of British corporations engaged in Asiatic development.
A list of the concerns in which Mr. Hoover's interests are now
centered sounds like quotations from the London Stock Ex-

change. For practically twenty years Mr. Hoover has concen-
trated his energies on the development of foreign properties.
Deserting the country which gave him birth and an education he
went abroad and stayed there. Now when the emergency of war,
rather than any voluntary desire on his part, has brought about
his return to his native land, he seems to entertain the notion
that the voters will select him to direct the destinies of the Na-
tion for the next four years. A more preposterous supposition
could hardly be conceived.

A man who never voted in the United States but once, and
who advocates the U. S. feeding the old world and lending them
money while they quarrel among themselves, is not a safe man
for American interests and his boom for the presidency i

i'v

r r.

WAY TO KNOCK OUT H. C. L.

"Duly the most, determined efforts
toward thrift, economy, saving and
simple living." ald William Mather
l.ewls. director of the savings division,
treasury department, "will hring
phout a i edit' t ion in I he hi'' enl of

living, the stahlllzatlon of national In-

dustry wnd commerce, and the n

of prosperous condition."

START TO BUILD A FORTUNE.

Home wasn't luiill In n day . It
unt up stout hy stone. Fortunes

are not hulM in a day. cither; they
are Dull t dollar hy dollar. Commence
hu'tding you:' fortune today hy in-

vesting In C.overnmcnt Saving Stumps
and keeping It up throughout ljrju.

A.Dabiet More Plentiful Than Hous. Mrs. Homelover:
It is a mistake to think that old Furniture is comfortable."It i easier to lnd a baby than

;,,... i, Sydney now." report n

of that Ansfrn''an city, con-

tinuing th'isly. "W-'ife- r know a

young bride who went to live vvl'b hrr
mother pending the of n

siiliahb' residence. She hrs Two in-

fants now afid is lill living wiih h-- r

i .lie;."

isft; and it isn't SANITARY, either.
You don't feel comfortable sitting in a frayed old chair, nor in

seeing it around the house, do you? You feel ashamed of it.
Your living-roo- should be comfortably and substantially fur-

nished; you will find that we have just what you need to give it that
attractive "homey" appearance.

Our Furniture will last a long time. Come in we want to
show it to you.

Our QUALITY is always HIGH; cur PRICE is always LOW.
Flrtt Tranalation of Bibla.

Tho first translation of any part of

'ho r.ihlo was that by Ih?do of the
Vonrth fJospel. In 7,Ti. The first com-jilet-

translation was that of Wyclifft
ntout ?A Luther vvas not horn tin
til 148:t.

The . Eskimo's Smil?.
The smile of the I'sklulo I a coi.

tlnuous one. When lie Is x hurt he
smiles; when his kyack upsets and
precipitates him Into Icy waiter he

smiles; when he Is friendly he smllei
again, nnd when ho I not friendly' he
smiles, too.

SeottCrandell
Llttla Things.

Life U made up of little thlugs. It la
but once In an ege that occasion la of
fered for doing a great deed. Trua
greatness consist In being great In
little thiaH.

Mead Work.
Two heads are certainly heMcr ilia

one for a harrel. Jac;.;-.n- v lite Time)
Tnlon.


